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“Obstacles to Implementing Inclusive Education for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
from Teachers’ Perspectives"

ABDULLAH FAIHAN ALOTAIBI® & DR.Yahya DaifAllah Alshegebi®

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to check obstacles to implementing inclusive education for students with autism spectrum
disorder from the perspective of teachers in the primary school in Afif Governorate, Saudi Arabia. It was also required to
determine whether teachers' opinions are different based on demographic variables (gender, academic qualification, years of
experience, and the number of academic development courses attended). A descriptive survey was used, and a 23-item
questionnaire was developed. The survey includes four main dimensions: school environment and equipment, teacher,
curricula, and family. The instrument demonstrated high validity and reliability. The questionnaire was administered to
samples of 338 male and female teachers. The findings showed that the overall degree of obstacles to implementing inclusive
education was higher. Teacher-related obstacles ranked the highest place, followed by family-related barriers, school
environment and equipment, and finally the curriculum-related obstacles. The results showed no statistically significant
difference in reactions based on gender. However, significant differences were found in relation to educational qualifications,
years of experience, and professional training. Especially teachers with high academic qualifications (Bachelor's and
postgraduate degrees), more extensive experience (more than 10 years), and greater participation in training courses that
assessed these obstacles that are more intensified than their colleagues. Based on these findings, the study recommends the
development of special and constant professional development programs for teachers, adaptation of the school environment,
and curriculum. The study also mentions moving forward to increase efficient partnerships between schools and families to
overcome these challenges.

Research Terms:

= Inclusive Education

= Autism Spectrum Disorder

= Inclusion of Students with Disabilities
= Barriers to Inclusive Education

Primary School Teachers
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